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'up to the line* is significant, because the papal grants, to which
the decree refers, had contained no mention of the equator1. The
use of this phrase was new. It reflected the progress of discovery
around the African coast. Affonso V had himself introduced the
phrase into the decree, because by August 1474 he had heard
that one of his explorers, investigating the coastline of Guinea,
had reached the equator. If the king knew this by August, we
may assume that the crossing had been effected at the latest dur-
ing the spring of the same year. A broad interpretation of this
thus enables us to state with virtual certainty that by the begin-
ning of 1474 the coast as far as the equator had been explored.
There is no evidence to the contrary. Accordingly, this argument,
taken together with all the other arguments set out above, may
be said to be proof, as far as proof is possible, that the entire
coast of West Africa to Cape St. Catherine had been explored
before the end of 1474.
The story of African exploration during the period 1462-80
would probably be less confused if more were known about its
chief organiser Fernao Gomes. He seems to have been the
central figure at least after 1469. But no biography of this
pioneer has yet been attempted in any European language and
no English writer has yet done full justice to his achievement.
Our scanty knowledge of him must be drawn almost entirely
from three sources, the Asia of Barros, a grant of the Guinea
trade which King Affonso V made him on i June 1473, and
Alonso de Palencia's Chronicle of King Henry IV of Castile2. It
is surprising that Pacheco nowhere refers to him. Pacheco and
Gomes both took part in the capture of Arzila and Tangier in
the year 14713 where they must surely have met or known each
other, and yet, when Pacheco came to record the discovery of
Mina in his Esmeraldo, he ignored the Lisbon financier's exist-
ence! More than mere inadvertence is required to explain
Pacheco's silence. Perhaps the reason may be found in petty
jealousy, or perhaps in the natural envy which Pacheco, the
1 The bulls were Romanics Pontifex (8 January 1455) and Inter Caetera (13
March 1456). They are printed in F. G. Davenport, European treaties bearing
on the history of the United States (1917), 1,13-36, 28-33.
3 Cronica de Enrique IV (ed. Pazy Melia; 1904-9).
3 Esmeraldo, prol. to bk. a; Asia, dec. I, bk. 3, ch. 2,